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The Department of Transport has developed the Connectivity Tool which helps to understand the connectivity of places and everyday services across England and Wales. The tool provides a connectivity score which measures someone’s ability to reach employment, services and social engagements. The score is calculated by evaluating the value of destinations and the opportunity to reach them using a range of modes of transport including walking, cycling, public transport and driving. The score considers different purposes of travel like employment, education, shopping, leisure and health care.	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): I’ve inserted an introductory sentence

The score is calculated at output area level, with larger geographies built using the average of the output areas within them. Output Areas (OAs) are the lowest level of geographical area for census statistics and were first created following the 2001 Census. OAs are made up of between 40 and 250 households and usually have a resident population between 100 and 625 persons. 	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Insert OA definition

The score is then allocated to each output area by calculating which destinations are accessible within a 60-minute time limit of the centre of each output area. A different score is possible for each location type and mode of transport. For walking and cycling, the score is measured at 8 am. For driving the score is an aggregate of morning (7am to 10am), midday (10am to 4pm), evening (4pm to 7pm) and night (7pm to 7am). For public transport the score is an aggregate taken at 10-minute intervals between 6am and 10pm.

The connectivity score, is defined as ‘someone’s ability to get to where they need to go’ and range from 0 to 100 where 100 represents the most connected area.	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): I have inserted this so readers can understand how to interpret the scores

For more information on the methodology, please see the Department for Transport’s guidance.



	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Cannot copy and paste the info - just the image as a whole.

I would also say that either the internal image needs reducing in size of the circle made slightly larger	Comment by Keir Ramsdale (Corporate Services and Transformation): As it is only 10 numbers can we not ask that people manually type them out if they need to? I can edit the circles but it seems a poor use to time to manually create these with manually typed numbers in the word document when I can just copy and paste the image from Power BI
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· The average overall connectivity score in Derbyshire is 57.2 (out of 100), 11.3 points below the average for England at 64.5. 

· Derbyshire’s average score is below England for every method of travel and for every location.

· The county is closest to England when comparing the overall driving score, with Derbyshire at 83.6, only 1.4 points below England (84.8).

· Comparing locations, Derbyshire is 16.4 points worse than England for connectivity to health care, 15.8 points worse for connectivity to Employment and 12.2 points worse for connectivity to Residential areas.

· Of Derbyshire’s 499 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs),160 (32%) are within the worst 20% of England’s LSOAs for their connectivity score, with only 5 (1%) of LSOAs in the best 20%.

· Erewash and Chesterfield are the best Derbyshire districts for their overall connectivity score, with both in the fourth decile in England. Derby, the county’s only city is better connected than any of the districts, ranking in the third decline nationally.	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Its probably not fair to compete the districts to a city in terms of connectivity - I would just describe the city separately from the D&Bs.

· Derbyshire Dales is the worst connected district in the county, based on overall connectivity score, and is within the tenth decile of England’s local authorities, while North East and South Derbyshire are the next worst connected within the eighth decile.	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Any particular domain/type? Or overall?



[bookmark: _Toc229561274][bookmark: _Toc229561723]Overall Connectivity Score

As well as calculating scores by various modes of transport and to various locations, the connectivity score also provides an overall score for each area, with this being an aggregate of the locations and methods.

Derbyshire’s overall score of 57.2 is some way below the national score of 64.5, with none of the counties eight districts ranked in the top one hundred of England’s 308 local authority districts. The county’s rurality is likely a key factor, with Derbyshire Dales classed as one of the most rural districts in the country, while large sections of Amber Valley, High Peak, North East Derbyshire and South Derbyshire are also classed as rural.

Erewash is the counties best connected authority with an overall score of 66.2 ranking the borough 115th in England. Erewash is joined in the fourth Decile by Chesterfield with a score of 65.2 ranking the borough 122nd.

Derbyshire Dales is the worst connected district in the county, with a score of 43.1 placing the district 285th of England’s 308 authorities, well within the bottom decile.

South Derbyshire (52.8, ranked 223rd) and North East Derbyshire (54.2, ranked 219th) are both within the eighth decile in England.




	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): FOR ALL CHARTS
Move the city to the bottom - green
Put England at the bottom - order of geography magnitude
Chart needs a title
Use arial font - not calibri (I changed this one)
Make numbers and categories larger and consider moving the numbers to ‘inside end’
Remove gridlines 
Remove axis lines
Make backgrounds transparent

[bookmark: _Toc229561275][bookmark: _Toc229561724]Overall Score by Electoral Division	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Describe EDs  how many etc
Derbyshire has 64 electoral divisions, each with a single member representing around 10,600 electors on the county council. Some divisions are small sections of urban areas such as Ilkeston’s three divisions, where others are large rural areas containing many small communities such as Alport & Duffield in Amber Valley.

Erewash and Chesterfield, the county’s best-connected districts, contain seven of the ten best-connected divisions.

Ilkeston Central is the best connected with an overall score of 73.8 with Spire (73.5), Long Eaton North (73.0) and Long Eaton South (72.9) the next best connected.

Alfreton & Somercotes (70.6), Heanor (69.8) and Swadlincote East (67.9) are the highest scoring divisions from outside of Chesterfield and Erewash, with population density a key driver of high connectivity scores.

Of the six worst connected divisions in the county, Derbyshire Dales has five. Ashbourne South (33.6), Dovedale & Ashbourne North (37.3) and Wirksworth (40.1) are the worst connected overall.

Linton in South Derbyshire, with a score of 41.4, is the 5th worst connected division and the worst outside of Derbyshire Dales, with rurality a key driver of lower scores.



Top 10 divisions
	Name
	Score

	Ilkeston Central
	73.8

	Spire
	73.5

	Long Eaton North
	73.0

	Long Eaton South
	72.9

	Alfreton & Somercotes
	70.6

	Heanor
	69.8

	Dunston
	69.6

	Hasland & Rother
	68.0

	Swadlincote East
	67.9

	Sawley
	67.6	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): All numbers should be to 1dp if the majority are and right aligned - I fixed the top table



Bottom 10 divisions
	Name
	Score

	Ashbourne South
	33.6

	Dovedale & Ashbourne North
	37.3

	Wirksworth
	40.9

	Derwent Valley
	41.3

	Linton
	41.4

	Bakewell
	41.7

	Chapel & Hope Valley
	42.3

	Shirland & Wingerworth South
	44.0

	Aston
	44.6

	Alport & Duffield
	44.7
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When comparing the overall connectivity scores of Derbyshire's 499 LSOAs it is again the highest-ranking districts that see the better connected LSOAs. 

Derby has 18 of the 20 best connected LSOAs in the county, with Saltergate in Chesterfield (80.1) and Derby Rd East (Bridge St, Albert Rd) in Erewash (76.6) making up the top 20. Only 1% of the counties LSOAs (4) are within the top decile in England for their overall connectivity score, with all 4 in Derby.

A further 22 LSOAs within the county are in the 2nd best performing decile nationally, with 17 LSOAs in Derby and the other five either in Erewash (3) or Chesterfield (2).

37 of the counties LSOAs are within the worst connected decile nationally, with 17 of these in the Derbyshire Dales, South Derbyshire has 7, Amber Valley, High Peak and North East Derbyshire all with 4 each and Bolsover has just one.

Norbury is the worst connected LSOA in the county, with a score of just 13. Carsington Water with a score of 17.4 and Dovedale and Parwich standing at 18.4 are the next worst connected LSOAs in the county, with all three in Derbyshire Dales.	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Need to say where these are
[image: ]
	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Not sure about the colour scheme of this one and the copyright should be 2025 at least

Would maps be helpful for the individual types?	Comment by Keir Ramsdale (Corporate Services and Transformation): This is the colour scheme from the official connectivity tool.

We have maps for each individual type on the interactive Power BI report, it doesn’t seem a great use of time or resource to snip them all into word when this is just intended to be a means of people being able to copy and paste text and data

[bookmark: _Toc229561277][bookmark: _Toc229561726]Overall Connectivity Score by Method
The connectivity score is calculated for four different methods of transport: driving, public transport, cycling and walking. To determine which destinations are within reach of any origin, each transportation method has a network of nodes (locations) and links (roads and pathways) which are mapped. Networks vary in size between methods of transport, with different sources for each method of travel.

Due to differences in the methodologies used, it is not recommended that different methods of travel be directly compared. We can, however, compare different areas and locations within each method of travel and compare different geographies across different methods.

· Driving – the Ordinance Survey MasterMap is used, with each ‘link’ categorised by type (motorway, footpath etc) and non-drivable routes excluded. Where a route starts on a private road it is assumed that users walk to the nearest public road before beginning to drive. Congestion is also included in score calculation.

· Public transport – the combined infrastructure of buses, trains, trams, light rail, ferries and underground services is considered, alongside the walking network, with the score assuming the need to walk to and from services. Cycling and driving is not included. Transport stops are mapped to nodes on the walking network, with the location of stops compared to National Public Transport Access Nodes datasets as a form of quality assurance.

· Active travel – OpenStreetMap data is used for Walking and Cycling scores, with routes assessed for usability. Motorways and dual carriageways without footpaths are excluded, as are links labelled as inaccessible by foot or bike (including private roads). Links with steps are excluded from the cycling network unless they have bicycle ramps.







[bookmark: _Toc229561278][bookmark: _Toc229561727]Driving	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Should be all to 1dp (driving and cycling, walking, employment, shopping)	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Driving should have the same size title as other methods...
The national average connectivity score for driving is 84.8. EMCCA performs slightly better with a score of 85.1, while Derbyshire falls below the national average at 83.6. 	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Rephrased this page so not everything has to be in brackets, softened the best/worst narrative and made slightly more ‘conversational’

Also 5th7th etc should be spelt out

Erewash has the highest score of Derbyshire’s districts at 87.5 with Chesterfield at 86.5 and Amber Valley at 85.3 also above the national average. Erewash is within the third decile nationally, with Chesterfield in the fourth and Amber Valley the fifth.

Derbyshire Dales holds the lowest overall connectivity score in the county at 76.0, ranking within the ninth decile nationally for driving. 

High Peak scores 80.5 and sits in the eighth decile, South Derbyshire at 82.5 is within the seventh decile and both Bolsover (83.9) and North East Derbyshire (83.8) are in the sixth decile. 

Derby, as the only city in the county has the highest connectivity score of 88.5, but still only ranks within the third decile.


[bookmark: _Toc229561279][bookmark: _Toc229561728]Public Transport

England has an average connectivity score of 65.8 for public transport. This is better than both EMCCA’s score of 64.1 and Derbyshire’s score of 58.5.

Erewash is the only Derbyshire district with a public transport connectivity score above the nationally average, its score of 68.6 placing it within the fourth decile.

Chesterfield’s score of 65.8 is equal to the national average, with the district in the 5th decile nationally. With Amber Valley the next best-connected district for public transport, its own score of 62.4 ranking the county within the sixth decile.

Bolsover (55.2), High Peak (55.2) and North East Derbyshire (55.8) are all within the 7th decile, while South Derbyshire’s score of 54.3 places it within the 8th decile.

Derbyshire Dales has the lowest connectivity score for public transport in the county of 43.2 and is within the 10th decile nationally.

Derby has a higher score than any of the county’s districts at 71.8 with its urban city nature placing it within the third decile nationally. 


 

[bookmark: _Toc229561280][bookmark: _Toc229561729]Active Travel - Cycling
Derbyshire’s cycling connectivity score of 62.2 is some way below both the national average of 68.8 and EMCCA’s score of 67.0.

Erewash again has the highest score of the county’s districts, its score of 69.7 placing it within the fourth decile. Chesterfield is the next best-connected district, its own score of 68.8 matching the national average.

Amber Valley has a score of 63.8 and ranks within the sixth decile nationally, while Bolsover (60.3), North East Derbyshire (61.8) and South Derbyshire (60.0) are all in the seventh decile.

High Peak is ranked within the eighth decile with its score of 58.0 some way below the national average.

Derbyshire Dales has the lowest overall connectivity score for cycling in the county at 49.5 and ranks in the tenth decile.









[bookmark: _Toc229561281][bookmark: _Toc229561730]Active Travel - Walking
England has an average connectivity score of 61.7 for walking, higher than both EMCCA’s score of 59.6 and Derbyshire’s score of 54.3.

Derby's overall score for walking of 68.2 is some way above the national average, but still only ranks within the third decile nationally.

Chesterfield, the counties best connected district for walking with a score of 63.4, sits within the fourth decline nationally. Erewash is also within the fourth decline, its score of 62.0 just above the national average.

Amber Valley’s score of 56.2 is below the national average, with the district ranking within the sixth decile. 

Both Bolsover (52.4) and High Peak (53.7) are within the seventh decile nationally while North East Derbyshire (50.4) and South Derbyshire (49.2) rank within the eighth decile.

Derbyshire Dales again has the lowest connectivity score for walking in the county of 41.5, placing it within the tenth decile nationally.
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There is a clear pattern when comparing Derbyshire’s districts across the different methods of travel, with the more urban a district is leading to higher connectivity scores. 

Erewash is consistently the highest scoring district, its scores always above the national average. The Borough’s urban nature and proximity to both Derby and Nottingham providing good transport connectivity.

Chesterfield is the next best-connected district, with scores regularly above the national average. Again, the urban nature of the district appears to be a key driver.

Amber Valley is slightly below the national average across all methods of travel, usually ranking in the sixth decile. The districts urban east and very rural west seeming to cancel each other out.

Derbyshire Dales is always the lowest scoring district in the county with scores well below the national average. The district ranks in either the tenth or ninth decile nationally across all transport methods with the rural nature of the district causing it to have much poorer connectivity that the average area.

The remaining districts (Bolsover, High Peak, North East Derbyshire and South Derbyshire) also all consistently score below the national average across different transport methods but differ in their deciles between the sixth and eighth. The generally more rural nature of these districts seems to outweigh their more urban areas, giving them connectivity scores below the average district.

Derby, as the only city in the county, scores better than any of the eight districts across all four transport methods and always scores above the national average. Despite this, Derby never ranks above the third decile nationally, with its small geographical size and the rural nature of its immediate neighbours perhaps the main reasons its ranks below many other cities.
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[bookmark: _Toc229561283][bookmark: _Toc229561732]Electoral Division Summary
Derbyshire's Electoral Divisions are generally below the national average for connectivity scores across the different methods of travel. Out of 64 divisions, only 30 (47%) are above average for driving connectivity, 16 (25%) for walking and 15 (23%) for both public transport and cycling.

Erewash is the best-connected district, with almost half of its divisions above average for walking, cycling and public transport. Ilkeston Central, Long Eaton North and Long Eaton South rank in the top 10 of Derbyshire’s divisions across every method of travel.	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Top 6? Normally top 3, 5 or 10.

Chesterfield is the second-best connected district, often seeing more than half of its divisions above average and Spire never ranks outside the top five of the counties divisions. 

Both Bolsover and High Peak only have one division above the national average for any method of travel. South Normanton & Pinxton in Bolsover is above average for driving connectivity and Buxton North & East in High Peak is above average for walking connectivity. 	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Move above DD comment as ‘bullets’ are in best, best, worst, best, worst, worse order...

Derbyshire Dales is the worst connected district, with 5 of its 6 divisions ranking in the bottom 20% across all methods of travel.

South Derbyshire is also poorly connected, with no division outside of Swadlincote above average for any method of travel, while North East Derbyshire only has Dronfield & Unstone above average for any method other than driving.

Amber Valley also sees connectivity scores largely below average, with Alfreton & Somercotes and Heanor the only divisions consistently above average.








[bookmark: _Toc229561284][bookmark: _Toc229561733]LSOA Summary
At LSOA level, connectivity scores across Derbyshire are generally below the national average.
 
69% of Derbyshire's LSOAs fall in the bottom five deciles for driving connectivity, 76% for walking, 81% for public transport and 86% for cycling. 

Only 0.2% of LSOAs are ranked in the top decile for walking, with Saltergate in Chesterfield being the sole area represented. Derbyshire has no LSOAs in the top decile for any other travel method.

Derbyshire contains just 3.4% of its LSOAs in the top two deciles for walking, 2.8% for driving, 0.4% for public transport and none for cycling. This equates to only 22 out of the counties 499 LSOAs being in the top two deciles for any method of travel, with the majority concentrated in Erewash (10) and Chesterfield (5).

There are no LSOAs in Bolsover, Derbyshire Dales or North East Derbyshire among the top two deciles for any method of travel. South Derbyshire includes only one, Swadlincote Centre - Civic Way, which ranked in the second decile for walking. 

In Derbyshire Dales, just one LSOA, Matlock (Dale Rd, Hall Dale Quarry), is placed within the top five deciles nationally, with the LSOA ranking within the fourth decile for both driving and walking.

Derbyshire has 32.1% of its LSOAs in the bottom two deciles for walking, 31.7% for cycling, 30.7% for public transport and 18.8% for driving, indicating below-average performance for all modes of travel except driving.



[bookmark: _Toc229561285][bookmark: _Toc229561734]Overall Connectivity Score by Destination
[image: ]







There are six types of destination included in the model: Education, Employment, Healthcare, Leisure and community, Residential and Shopping. Destinations included are those which fit within these categories, with different sources used depending on the category of destination.
· Education – sourced from the Department for Education, destinations include primary, secondary special needs and private schools as well as further education colleges. Universities are excluded due to the complexity of pinpointing a single access point.
· Employment – sourced from the Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES), with the number of jobs at each postcode counted towards the value at the centroid of the postcode. 
· Healthcare – sourced from NHS England, the data includes pharmacies, GPs, opticians, dentists, hospitals and emergency departments.
· Leisure and community – OS AddessBase sourced, includes pubs/bars/nightclubs, sports facilities, culture, recycling centres, post offices/boxes, cinemas/theatres, halls/social clubs, job centres, places of worship, libraries and banks.
· Residential – OS AddessBase sourced with the number visiting a home estimated by taking the number living in an output area and dividing by the dwellings and assuming that multiple people live at any address. Each dwelling is taken as a separate destination.
· Shopping - OS AddessBase sourced and includes petrol stations, restaurants, retail shops, supermarkets and convenience stores.
It should be noted, that whilst we cannot directly compare different methods of travel, due to their different methodologies, we can compare the connectivity score of different locations using the same method of travel. Below compares the overall travel score to each location type.

[bookmark: _Toc229561286][bookmark: _Toc229561735]Overall Connectivity by Destination	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): See previous comments and Education example
Both Derbyshire and England follow a similar trend when comparing connectivity across each of the locations, with Shopping connectivity receiving the highest score for both areas. 	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Is this incl. Derby?	Comment by Keir Ramsdale (Corporate Services and Transformation): No

Both Derbyshire and England have their lowest connectivity scores for Healthcare and Employment, but in opposite orders. Healthcare is Derbyshire's lowest score while Employment is England's.

These trends are largely similar across the districts, with shopping receiving the highest score in every district except Derbyshire Dales, where is ranks 2nd behind Leisure & Community.

Healthcare is the worst connected location in six of the nine districts, ranking second worst in Chesterfield, Derby and High Peak behind Employment.
	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): Reformat as in previous comments - example in Education.






[bookmark: _Toc229561287][bookmark: _Toc229561736]Education	Comment by Mel Turvey (Corporate Services and Transformation): If have 1dp in text then it should be on the chart too
See previous comments on text and charts for style

The average overall connectivity score to education facilities for England is 62.0. Derbyshire's score of 54.7 is someway below this, with the county also below the EMCCA average of 60.3. 

Chesterfield is the only district in the county with a score above the national average, with its score of 63.7 placing it within the fourth decile. 

Erewash score of 62.0 is the next highest score in the county, just below the national average and within the fifth Decile. 

Derbyshire Dales score of 42.0 is one of the worst in the country, ranking in the ninth decile. 

Amber Valley ranks within the sixth decile with its score of 57.8.
Bolsover (52.5) and High Peak (54.8) are within the seventh deciles while North East (50.0) and South Derbyshire (50.4) both rank in the eighth decile .


Derby city is better connected to education destinations than the county’s districts, with a score of 69.0 some way above the national average and within the third decile.







[bookmark: _Toc229561288][bookmark: _Toc229561737]Employment
The average overall connectivity score to employment destinations for England is 58.3. Derbyshire's score of 49.6 is some way below this, with the county also below the EMCCA average of 55.2.
 
Erewash is the only district in the county with a score above the national average, with its score of 58.9 placing it within the fourth decile. 

Chesterfield’s score of 59 is the next highest score in the county, just below the national average and within the fifth decile nationally.

Derbyshire Dales score of 35.1 is one of the worst in the country, ranking in the tenth decile. 
Amber Valley ranks within the sixth decile with its score of 52.1.

Bolsover (46.8) and High Peak (44.9) are within the eighth deciles while North East (49.1) and South Derbyshire (48.0) both rank in the eighth decile.

Derby city is better connected to employment destinations than the county’s districts, with a score of 62.7 some way above the national average and within the second decile.
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The average overall connectivity score to healthcare destinations for England is 58.4. Derbyshire's score of 48.8 is some way below this, with the county also below the EMCCA average of 55.3. 

None of Derbyshire’s districts have a healthcare connectivity score above the national average, with Erewash’s score of 57.3 the closest. Chesterfield’s score of 56.9 places both districts within the fifth decile nationally.

Derbyshire Dales score of 34.5 is one of the worst in the country, ranking in the tenth decile. 

Amber Valley ranks within the sixth decile with its score of 51.7 while High Peak ranks in the seventh decile with its own score of 50.3.

Bolsover (46.1) and North East Derbyshire (44.9) both rank within the eighth decile while South Derbyshire ranks in the ninth decile with its score of 42.0.

Derby city is better connected than the national average, its score of 65.3 ranks in the third decile nationally. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc229561290][bookmark: _Toc229561739]Leisure & Community
England has an average connectivity score of 62.2 to leisure and community facilities. This is higher than EMCCA score of 61.1 and Derbyshire score of 55.9.

Erewash has a score of 65.8, placing it within the third decile nationally. Chesterfield’s score of 65.8 is also within the third decile with both districts scoring above the national average.

Amber Valley’s score of 57.0 is the next highest in the county and within the sixth decile nationally.

Bolsover (50.8), High Peak (52.1), North East (51.3) and South Derbyshire (51.8) are all within the eighth decile nationally, some way below the nationally average.

Derbyshire Dales is again the worst ranked district in Derbyshire. The Dales score of 48.9 places it in the ninth decile for connectivity to leisure and community facilities. 

Derby’s score of 69.5 is well above the nationally average and within the second decile nationally.


[bookmark: _Toc229561291][bookmark: _Toc229561740]Residential
Derbyshire’s residential connectivity score of 58.3 is some way below the national average of 66.3 and EMCCA’s score of 63.7.

Erewash’s score of 66.8 is the only district score above the national average, within the fourth decile nationally.

Chesterfield’s score of 65.3 is slightly below average and ranks within the fifth decile.

Amber Valley’s score of 60.1 ranks within the sixth decile while both North East Derbyshire (58.6) and South Derbyshire (56.9) rank within the seventh decile.

High Peak’s score of 54.7 places it within the eighth decile, alongside Bolsover with a score of 55.8.

Derbyshire Dales score of 41.0 places it 297th of 309 local authorities, within the tenth decile nationally.

Derby is again above the national average with a score of 71.4 within the third decile.
 




[bookmark: _Toc229561292][bookmark: _Toc229561741]Shopping
The England average connectivity score for shopping is 70.4. This is higher than both EMCCA’s score of 69.8 and Derbyshire’s score of 64.7.

Both Erewash’s score of 74.0 and Chesterfield’s score of 73.5 are above average and rank within the third decile nationally.

Amber Valley ranks within the fifth decile for shopping connectivity with its own score of 69.4.

High Peak’s score 64.0 ranks within the sixth decile, while Bolsover (63.7) and North East Derbyshire (61.1) are within the seventh decile.

South Derbyshire’s score of 57.2 is within the eighth decile nationally, while Derbyshire Dales own score of 47.5 ranks 283rd of 309 local authorities.

Derby’s score of 77.2 is once again higher than England, Derbyshire or any of the local districts., ranking within the second decile.







[bookmark: _Toc229561293][bookmark: _Toc229561742]District Summary
As with the different methods of travel, Derbyshire's connectivity to different destinations differs significantly when comparing the districts. Chesterfield and Erewash alternate between being the best and second-best connected districts across destination types, with both regularly scoring above the national average. The urban nature of these districts seems to be a key driver of their higher scores.

Amber Valley is consistently the third highest scoring district, always a little below the national average and almost always in the sixth decile.

Derbyshire Dales is always the lowest scoring district in the county with scores well below the national average. The district ranks in either the tenth or ninth decile nationally across all destination types with the rural nature of the district causing it to have much poorer connectivity that the average area.

The remaining districts of Bolsover, High Peak, North East Derbyshire and South Derbyshire also all consistently score below the national average across different destination types but differ in their deciles between the sixth and eighth. The generally more rural nature of these districts seems to outweigh their more urban areas, giving them connectivity scores below that of the average district.

Derby consistently scores higher than any of the county’s districts and always has a score above the national average across every destination type. While its urban nature makes it better connected than the more rural county, the small size of the city and its immediate rural neighbours mean it does not place above the second decile for any destination type. While Derby is better connected than the county’s districts, it is still not amongst the best-connected areas in England.
 


[bookmark: _Toc229561294][bookmark: _Toc229561743]Electoral Division Summary
Derbyshire's Electoral Divisions are generally below the national average for connectivity scores across the different destination types.

Shopping has the best connectivity with 42% (27) of divisions having an above average score. Education and Leisure & community both have 28% (18) above average, healthcare has 23% (15), residential has 16% (11) and employment has 13% (8).

Erewash is the best-connected district with six of its nine divisions above average for employment, leisure, residential and shopping, 5 above average for education and 4 for healthcare. Long Eaton North, Long Eaton South and Ilkeston Central are regularly in the top 5 divisions across different location types.

Chesterfield is the second-best connected district, often seeing more than half of its eight divisions above average and Spire never ranks below 5th of the counties divisions.

Derbyshire Dales is the worst connected district, with Matlock the only division to score above the nationally average on any destination type (for both shopping and leisure). The other five Derbyshire Dales divisions regularly make up the worst five connected divisions.

Bolsover and North East Derbyshire both have only one division above average for education, with two and three respectively for shopping but none for any other location type.

Amber Valley, High Peak and South Derbyshire are more mixed. While none have a single division above average for employment or residential, and South Derbyshire has none above average for healthcare, they each have divisions above average for the other locations.
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At LSOA level, Connectivity scores in Derbyshire are well below average for all destination types. 

Shopping exhibits the highest connectivity, with 9% of the county's LSOAs ranking in the top 20% nationally; however, 29% of LSOAs fall within the lowest 20%. Leisure & community locations demonstrate slightly better connectivity, with 5% in the top quintile, but a substantial 28% reside in the bottom quintile nationally. 

Healthcare and education show limited high connectivity, with only 4% and 2% respectively of LSOAs in the top 20%, no LSOAs in Derbyshire rank among the top two deciles for employment or residential connectivity. 

Across all six different location types, only 63 of the counties 499 LSOAs are in the top 20% nationally for at least one location type. Erewash accounts for 24 of these LSOAs, Chesterfield for 13 and Amber Valley for 12. Bolsover contains one LSOA (Shirebrook East) ranked in the top 20% for healthcare, while Clay Cross (Market Street, Broadleys) is North East Derbyshire's only LSOA in the top 20% for both healthcare and shopping. 

The majority of the county's LSOAs are positioned in the bottom 50% nationally across all location types: 87% for residential, 86% for employment, 82% for healthcare, 77% for education, 72% for leisure & community and 69% for shopping.









[bookmark: _Toc229561296][bookmark: _Toc229561745]What does it mean for Derbyshire?
Overall, the Department for Transport connectivity analysis shows that Derbyshire is consistently less well connected than England across all modes of travel and all types of destination. The county’s overall connectivity score sits well below the national average, reflecting structural challenges linked primarily to rurality, settlement patterns and access to services. Derbyshire’s strongest relative performance is for driving, where the county is only marginally below the England average. This reflects the role of private car travel as an “equaliser”, particularly in rural areas, enabling access to services that would otherwise be difficult to reach. However, even here, Derbyshire does not perform strongly enough to close the overall connectivity gap, and no district ranks among the very best nationally.

In contrast, public transport represents Derbyshire’s main weakness, with the gap between Derbyshire and the national average largest for bus and rail connectivity, particularly in rural districts. This indicates that residents without access to a car face significantly greater barriers to reaching employment, healthcare, education and other essential services than the average person in England.

A clear urban–rural divide runs through all results. Derby city, Erewash and Chesterfield consistently outperform the rest of the county and, in some cases, exceed the national average across several measures. Their higher population density, concentration of services, and proximity to major road and public transport networks underpin this stronger performance. By contrast, Derbyshire Dales, High Peak, North East Derbyshire and South Derbyshire are persistently among the worst‑connected areas, both locally and nationally. The scale and geography of these districts mean long travel times, fewer destinations within reach, and limited public transport provision.

When connectivity is assessed by type of destination, the pattern is equally clear. Healthcare, employment and education are the weakest areas of connectivity for Derbyshire relative to England. These are also the most essential services for residents’ wellbeing and economic participation, meaning the impact of poor connectivity is likely to be felt most acutely by those already facing disadvantage, including older people, young people and those without access to a car.

Shopping, leisure and community facilities perform relatively better, but still remain below the national average in most districts.

Analysis at electoral division and LSOA level shows that poor connectivity is widespread rather than isolated. While there are pockets of relatively good connectivity—mainly around urban centres such as Derby, Chesterfield, Ilkeston, Long Eaton, Alfreton and Heanor—the majority of Derbyshire’s neighbourhoods fall below the England average, with a substantial proportion ranked in the lowest national deciles, particularly for public transport, walking and cycling.




Taken together, the evidence suggests that closing the connectivity gap with England will be challenging without targeted intervention. Significant improvements to driving, walking or cycling connectivity are constrained by geography and rural settlement patterns. However, the data strongly indicates that public transport connectivity represents the greatest opportunity for improvement, with potential to narrow inequalities and improve access to essential services.

Improving connectivity to healthcare, employment and education—through a combination of better transport links and the location of services closer to communities—would have the greatest impact on reducing the disparity between Derbyshire and the national average.
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The Department for Transport (DfT) has developed the connectivity metric, which measures an individual’s ability to reach employment, services and social engagements. Connectivity evaluates the value of destinations and the opportunity to reach chosen destinations using various modes of transport, including walking, cycling, driving and public transport as well as the purpose for travel, such as employment, education, shopping, leisure and healthcare. The model captures:
· the most common modes of travel and destination types
· the time required to reach these destinations
· the value presented by the destinations and people’s travel preferences

Connectivity estimates have been produced for output areas (OA), lower super output areas (LSOAs), local authority and regional levels using data on travel infrastructure and destinations across England and Wales. Using this new method, the DfT conclude that one-hour connectivity metrics provide a good visual and numeric summary with results showing higher connectives rates near urban centres.

The model shows that while active travel and public transport connectivity have clear ‘hot spots’ located near the centres, travel using private vehicle can be seen as the ‘equaliser’, bringing connectivity to rural areas. It doesn’t show how many people take different routes: purely their opportunity to do so. Nor is it a transport model: there is no trip assignment or convergence processes.

Data sources
To calculate connectivity, the DfT combine:
· data for origin locations with data on destinations - data on shops, services, places of leisure, employment, student numbers and population
· network infrastructure between these locations - for driving, public transport and active travel
· willingness to travel - travel behaviour

For more information, please see the Department for Transports guidance.

Source: Connectivity Statistics, Department for Transport UK, 2025


Overall Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
England	East Midlands	EMCCA	Derbyshire	Derby	South Derbyshire	North East Derbyshire	High Peak	Erewash	Derbyshire Dales	Chesterfield	Bolsover	Amber Valley	64.5	59.2	62.7	57.2	70.7	52.8	54.2	54.9	66.2	43.1	65.2	54.6	60.1	

Driving Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	85.3	83.9	86.5	76	87.5	80.5	83.8	82.5	88.1	83.6	85.1	83	84.8	

Public Transport Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	62.4	55.2	65.8	43.2	68.599999999999994	55.2	55.8	54.3	71.8	58.5	64.099999999999994	59.7	65.8	

Cycling Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	63.8	60.3	68.8	49.5	69.7	58	61.8	60	75	62.2	67	64.599999999999994	68.8	

Walking Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	56.2	52.4	63.4	41.5	62	53.7	50.4	49.2	68.2	54.3	59.6	57.1	61.7	

Overall Connectivity Score by Destination

Derbyshire	

Shopping	Residential	Leisure and community	Education	Employment	Healthcare	Overall	64.7	58.3	55.9	54.7	49.6	48.8	57.2	England	
Shopping	Residential	Leisure and community	Education	Employment	Healthcare	Overall	70.400000000000006	66.3	62.2	62.1	58.3	58.4	64.5	



Education Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	42.0
62.0
50.0
69.0

Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	57.8	52.5	63.7	42	62	54.8	50	50.4	69	54.7	60.3	57.8	62.1	

Employment Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
48.0
52.0

Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	52.1	46.8	56	35.1	58.9	44.9	49.1	48	62.7	49.6	55.2	52	58.3	

Healthcare Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	42.0

Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	51.7	46.1	56.9	34.5	57.3	50.3	44.9	42	65.3	48.8	55.3	52.2	58.4	

Leisure and Community Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	
Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	57	50.8	64.099999999999994	48.9	65.8	52.1	51.3	51.8	69.5	55.9	61.1	57.3	62.2	

Residential Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	41.0

Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	60.1	55.8	65.3	41	66.8	54.7	58.6	56.9	71.400000000000006	58.3	63.7	60.7	66.3	

Shopping Connectivity Score

Sum of Value	64.0

Amber Valley	Bolsover	Chesterfield	Derbyshire Dales	Erewash	High Peak	North East Derbyshire	South Derbyshire	Derby	Derbyshire	EMCCA	East Midlands	England	69.400000000000006	63.7	73.5	47.5	74	64	61.1	57.2	77.2	64.7	69.8	65.400000000000006	70.400000000000006	
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